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WiFi phone market
soars to $3.7bn in 2009
The worldwide WiFi phone
market increased 116%
between 2004 and 2005 to
$125.5m, and is projected to
more than double in 2006 as
enterprises and consumers
slowly but steadily continue
deploying voice over wireless
LANs (VoWLAN), says
Infonetics Research.
Infonetics projects WiFi phone
revenue to more or less double,
and even nearly triple, every
year through 2009, when the
worldwide market will reach
$3.7bn.
Initially, an enterprise applica-
tion,VoWLAN will eventually
become more popular with
consumers as well, having enor-
mous growth potential as part
of a VoIP service bundled with
broadband connections.
“Single-mode WiFi VoIP hand-
sets continue to penetrate the
enterprise market, and with D-
Link, Linksys, and NETGEAR all
launching products, we expect
increasing adoption in the con-
sumer market, too,” said Richard
Webb, directing wireless analyst
with Infonetics Research.
“But the real growth will come
from dual-mode WiFi/cellular
handsets,”Webb continued.“With
the increased activity from both
fixed and mobile operators to
deliver dual-mode services to the
mass market,often as part of a
more far-reaching fixed-mobile
convergence strategy, the long-
term forecast for dual-mode WiFi/
cellular handsets is strong,assum-
ing these handsets come down in
price to sub-100 dollars or euros.”
For more details, visit:
www.infonetics.com
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FSEMCORE – Sandia PV dealEMCORE Corporation signed a con-tract with Sandia National
Laboratories. Sandia will provide
technical support for EMCORE’s
terrestrial solar systems products.
Sandia has worked for over 25
years in the development of photo-
voltaics for grid-tied, utility scale
power generation. It also has begun
volume production of a family of
packaged avalanche photodiode
(APD) products. These packaged
APDs are designed for the Passive
Optical Networks (PON) for FTTH
and FTTP applications as well as
SONET/SDH systems.
www.emcore.com
Agilent to add Xpedion
Agilent Technologies Inc., and
Xpedion Design Systems, Inc.,
have signed a definitive agree-
ment for Agilent to acquire
Xpedion, a privately held compa-
ny that provides software for
wireless and high-speed digital
circuit and systems design in the
communications industry. The
combined passion, technology
and capabilities of these industry-
leading companies will drive inno-
vation and continue to solve the
challenging problems faced by
RFIC designers, it said.
www.agilent.com
SMI ferroelectric award
Structured Materials Industries,
Inc., has received a Phase II SBIR
from the DTRA to make FPGAs
using a proprietary ferroelectric
material. SMI has developed a new
ferroelectric that is compatible with
silicon interfaces using its own
MOCVD tool technology. This film
has been deposited as a replace-
ment for the traditional silicon diox-
ide gate dielectric in a silicon metal-
oxide-semiconductor process.SMI
also received a USAF Phase II STTR
to produce Si photonic modulators.
www.structuredmaterials.com
Montreal, Canada, based Future
Lighting Solutions has
launched what it claims are
the industry’s first LED
Lighting Resource Centers
(LRCs) for customers 
developing Luxeon LED based
applications.
Each LRC has two principal
laboratories. First, there is a
Luxeon Retrofit Laboratory, for
proof of concept develop-
ment, and technology valida-
tion in applications, second, a
Light Measurement Laboratory
for product measurement.
Using the resources at each
centre, customers will be able
to minimize their application
development cycles and deliv-
er products to market more
quickly.
The LRCs are located in
Montreal, Canada (serving the
Americas and Europe) and
Shenzhen, China (serving
Asia/Pac and Japan).
“The new LRCs provide
expertise in every area of
power LED engineering
required for developing
Luxeon based applications,”
said Jamie Singerman,
Corporate VP Worldwide.“For
those lighting companies that
want to enter the market but
don’t have the optical, ther-
mal, power, systems and LED
engineering knowledge in-
house, the LRC can be of
extraordinary value by reduc-
ing development costs and
allowing companies to enter
the LED lighting market more
quickly.”
For more details, visit:
www.lumiledsfuture.com
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Top chip suppliers 
for first half 2006
In IC Insights’ 1H06 ranking of
the worldwide Top 15 semicon-
ductor suppliers, revealed that
in total, the Top 15 semicon-
ductor companies’ sales
increased only 1% in 2Q06 as
compared to 1Q06.
One of the hottest applications
for semiconductors in the first
half of 2006 was for cellular
phones. In fact, IC Insights fore-
casts that worldwide cellular
phone shipments in 2006 will
reach about 950 million hand-
sets, up 18% over 2005.
CDMA/WCDMA semiconductor
supplier Qualcomm took
advantage of the strong cellular
phone market to move into the
1H06 top 15 ranking. Moreover,
IC Insights estimates that
Qualcomm’s full-year 2006
semiconductor sales will reach
at least $4.5bn, up 30% from
2005.
Total R&D spending by semi-
conductor companies exceed-
ed $30bn in 2005, an increase
of nearly 10% from 2004.
Overall, research and develop-
ment spending by all semicon-
ductor companies worldwide
grew at an annual average rate
of 9% between 2001 and 2005.
The world’s 30 largest fabless
semiconductor suppliers
increased their R&D expendi-
tures at double that rate during
the first half of this decade.
This information was derived
using company profile informa-
tion found in IC Insights’ newly
revised Strategic Reviews
Online database.
For more details, visit:
www.icinsights.com
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